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DEAR LADIES, 
I hope everyone got through our severe Winter of 2010 and that there were no major catastrophes.  It has certainly been a long hard one and, just as we thought it was coming to an end, we got another belt of snow on Sunday 21st February which closed the course for a few days.  We are now in our 12th week of arctic temperatures and even our newly planted daffodils, which peeked through about a month ago, are late in coming into bloom.  On that note I want to thank all the ladies who funded and planted the bulbs last autumn and for their generosity of time and spirit.  What a joy - welcome Spring!

I wonder if the sap is stirring yet

If wintry birds are dreaming of a mate

If frozen snowdrops feel as yet the sun

And crocus fires are kindling one by one:

Sing, robin, sing

I still am sore in doubt concerning Spring

(By Christina Rossetti)

CAPTAINS'  DRIVE-IN
It is incredible to think that the Captains' Drive-In is now over.  It took place on Saturday 6th March and officially marked the start of the season and 18-hole competitions.  
Mark & decided to keep it a simple affair following the successful pattern of our predecessors, Pat Kane and Chris Adams; refreshments in the bar, the hoisting of flags followed by the planting of a tree*. After the captains' drive, Michael Diskin sounded the claxon for the shot-gun start. An informal buffet was served late afternoon followed by the captains' address and prize giving for competitions to-date.  *PS. Well that was the original plan! But, at the last minute a change came into being and we arrived to the thunderous roar of Harley Davidsons,
accompanied by outriders. What a thrill! Thanks to Michael Moore for mustering up his "Harley" mates at such short notice and to Lynette for the gear. A big thank you to Antoinette Daly and Pauline Carolan (Social Committee) without whose coaxing and encouragement I would have remained glued to terra firma. 
SOCIAL NEWS

We have had happy and sad news since the end of 2009.  

We were all very sad to hear that Joan Nordlokken's father had passed away on 28th December and more recently Denis Temple's father.  May they rest in peace.  

On a happier note congratulations to Leanne & Jim Colfor on the birth of their first child, Billy, on 16th January who weighed in at 9.7lbs.  Pauline's "dangling ring on a chain" prediction in November proved wrong - never mind, the glass of wine that followed it was very enjoyable. No doubt young Billy will in time be as keen a golfer as Mum & Dad - hard act to follow.
LADIES COMMITTEE
We had our first Committee Meeting on 12th January, a cold, sleety, miserable evening.  I am delighted to be working with such a capable, efficient and committed band of ladies: 

· Pauline Curtis, Vice Captain and Competition Secretary comes with great experienced at committee level (although I did have to twist her arm to do competitions again this year!)

· Lynette Moore, Hon. Secretary and who hails all the way from Zambia, a "golf nut" who puts the same enthusiasm into her secretarial duties as her golf - well almost!  
· Kathy Rowan, Hon. Treasurer who also 
comes with great experience having held that position with Kilternan
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Mary Renaghan, Handicaps Secretary, another very experienced person and a former Lady Captain of Blessington Lakes (Boystown) 
       comes with great experience having held     

       that position with Kilternan Golf Club
· Mary Renaghan is our Hon. Handicap Sec and as a former Lady Captain of Blessington Lakes, Mary brings invaluable experience to our committee

· Helen O'Toole, Committee Member. This is Helen's first time on a SCLGC Committee - she will be a great asset to the Committee and I am sure it will be a positive experience for her

· Last but not least I want to thank most sincerely our Ex Officio, Junior Convenor and SCL News Editor, Chris Adams, for her constant vigilance and direction. 

NEW LADY MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcome the following new members to SCLGC :
Anne-Marie O'Neill 

Maria O'Neill 

Patsy Clarke 

Marie Needham

Teresa Cooney 

Nuala Donnelly 

Orla Gibbons 

Deirdre Devitt


Mary Fitzpatrick

Elizabeth Connell

Bernie McKenna

Alicja Sielecka

Lucy Heery (Junior Golfer).
COMPETITIONS & WINTER LEAGUE
On the golfing front, we were ready to hit the ground running in early January but this Winter has not been kind to golf and golfers.  Nor has it been an easy one for our Competitions Secretary, with three different courses in play; 18-holes with best 9 to count, the 12-hole Winter 
Course and the Frosted Course.  Competitions are run according to what course is in play on the day.

In spite of the harsh conditions, 13 ladies entered 
the Winter League. Again Pauline had to scratch her head as to how to figure this one out and she came up with the idea of points; points were allocated to each player depending on their score on the day and course in play.

Congratulations to the Winter League prize winners: 

Winner  : Barbara Fitzpatrick (63 points)

Runner Up : Pauline Curtis (41 points, on count back)

Third : Mary Buckley (41 points)

Running from Sunday 7th March for four weeks at 1pm is a Scotch Foursomes competition, men and ladies, any combination. This will be good practise for the PEUGEOT LGU CORONATION FOURSOMES. We are entering this competition for the first time this year. We are running it on Sunday, 28 March at 1.00pm and Tuesday, 30 March and it is open to all players of all levels. 
The format of the competition is Foursomes Stableford. The winning pair will go on to play in the regional final at Delgany on Monday, 16 August.  The winning pair from there will go on to play in the Grand Final at St. Andrews on Monday, 21 September. Getting to St. Andrews is not just a dream - it can be done;  an Irish pair from Corrstown playing off handicaps of 22 and 26 were the outright winners at the Grand Final last year.  

STANDARD SCRATCH SCORE

Mary Renaghan (Handicaps Secretary) has reported that The Standard Scratch Score of the Ladies South County Club has been changed from sss 72 to sss 73 with immediate effect. 
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The reason for the change is that the ILGU took the decision to adopt the USGA (United States Golf Association) course rating system. This system provides a more equitable method of 
determining the SSS of all golf courses. Everything is taken into consideration, difficulty of bunkers, water hazards, trees, fairways, out of bounds, green surface, green target, recoverability and rough. 
South County Ladies Golf Club was measured in November and thus the change of the Standard Scratch to 73 for the red tees. We have to change the scorecards and computer software.

INTER CLUB TEAMS

Karen Rothwell, our wonderful Team Coordinator of recent years, is on a working assignment in North Africa and our Team Coordinator 'in waiting', Diana Jamieson, who recently retired was whisked away into another assignment.  
I have taken up the reins for the time being.  The much awaited ILGU meeting at which information packs are distributed was held on 20th February.  Lists of the various competitions have been put up in the Ladies Locker Room inviting anyone interested in participating as a player, sub or caddy to add their name to same.  
Team Managers are actively putting teams together. We were hoping we wouldn't be drawn in the Preliminary Round, but alas The Minor Cup Team (23 - 29 hcps) has been drawn to play against Bodenstown at Beech Park on Monday, 22nd March. On the positive side, it is a neighbouring club with which most of our players are familiar.  

The other teams don't kick-off until Monday, 19th April which gives players plenty of time for practise. The Junior Foursomes against Delgany 
has to be played by Sunday, 25th April and then that just leaves the Miele.

We wish Joan Nordlokken (Golfer of the Year 2009) and Darlene Masters (Matchplay Winner 2009) best of luck in the Irish Mail All Ireland against Beech Park at Beech Park before Tuesday 16th March.

JUNIOR NEWS
Chris has taken over as Junior Convenor 2010 and will be assisted by Liz.  Last year we ran a very successful "Girls 'N Golf Programme", sponsored by the ILGU, with transition year students from Blessington Secondary School. 
This year we are delighted to welcome on board Our Lady's of Templeogue and we would like to thank Grainne Friel, Head Mistress of Our Lady's and fellow member of SCLGC for making this possible. 
The 10 week programme started on the week of March 8th and is being run with the assistance of our Professional Ramie and Assistant, Cormac. There will be 20 first year pupils in the programme with the initial sessions indoors at Our Lady's and the final sessions at SCGC.  It is hoped that our relationship with Our Lady's will help us to establish a Junior Girl's Section at SCLGC. 

LADIES WEEKEND AWAY - SATURDAY, 20th MARCH
Our weekend away this year has been organised by Fiona Doyle - thank you very much Fiona.  The venue is the Nuremore Hotel and Golf Club in Co. Monaghan which is about an hour's drive.  This is a well established 4* hotel which also has a swimming pool, sauna, steamroom and a beauty treatment spa - check it out ladies on www.nuremore.com; 042 966 1438. Food is 
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generally good and there is usually a good buzz about the place.  Our tee time is 11.30am on Saturday 20th March.  There is the option of staying for two nights, Friday and Saturday and playing another course on the Friday.  

LOOKING AHEAD .....

· The first Monthly Medal of the season is on Saturday, 10th and Tuesday, 13th April
· The Professional's Prize (Ramie Burns) Prize is on Saturday 24th April
· There is a Charity Rumble in aid of Crumlin Hospital on Saturday, 8th May
· The Lady Captain's Prize to the Men and the Captain's Prize to the Ladies is on Saturday     22nd May
· The Thursday evening Foursomes kick off on 6th May

· Open Week is 21 -to- 27 June with Ladies Open on Tuesday, 22 June
· The Lady Captain's Qualifier (strokes) is on Saturday 17th July and the Final Day (strokes) is on Saturday, 24th July.

Our ILGU Silver and Bronze Medal Winners 2009 were Joan Nordlokken and Mary Slattery respectively.  They will represent South County at the play-off at Portarlington (Silver) and Portlaoise (Bronze) on Monday 10th May.  Best of luck ladies.

The ILGU AA Quarter Final Matches will be held at The South County on Sunday 18th July from 1 to 4pm.  We will be looking for volunteers to assist on that day.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

We have two wonderful stalwarts on the Social Committee this year, namely Antoinette Daly and Pauline Carolan.  They are joined by Evelyn 
Hanlon and also Sean Bergin from the men's 
side.  Watch this space!

COURSE LIAISON
The Board has decided to re-constitute a Course Liaison Committee to address items in relation to the playing set-up of the course and potential course developments and improvements. The Committee will be a sub-committee of the Board and will be chaired by a Board Member. The Committee will consist of :

· a Board member
· a representative from the Ladies' Golf Club
· a representative from the Men's Golf Club
· General Manager Michael Diskin

· Head Green keeper Jim Mallick. 

We are delighted that Patricia Bonner has agreed to be the ladies representative for 2010.

FLOWERS & SHRUBS

Dymphna generally does the interior flowers.  June and Dymphna did great work on the exterior flowers and shrubs last year and will continue to do this year, thank you very much Ladies. 

Not everything grows at South County as we are at 1000ft above sea level, so if anyone has any ideas/contacts with regard to same please make them known to June or Dymphna.

WEBSITE

Ladies, I would like to encourage you to keep an eye on the club’s website to keep up to date with general news, ladies news, results etc.
Hoping for happy golfing and warm sunny days in 2010!

Yours in Golf, Lady Captain Carol
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